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Article abstract
The complexity of the local political system in France is seen in the diversity of
institutional actors and of the actors associated with them, and in the
fragmentation of policies and geographical territories. These changes, linked to
the strongly economic orientation of the 1980s, elected officials' utilitarian
managerial approaches and the strengthening of political representation, are
helping to undermine the traditional political system. Public policies that rely
on elites, pressure groups and corporate interests are tending to undervalue
the role of institutions and to discourage new thinking on politics. Faced with
the crisis in the republican state, growing individualism and increasingly
diverse ties of belonging, the public sphere is responding to the need for new
forms of mediation and a redefinition of elitist views by integrating conflicts
and collective action. This is necessitating a reflection on possible approaches
to government in a political system that has been shattered.
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