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Article abstract
The demise of the welfare state and the rise of neoliberal individualism are
current explanations for the social malaise we are experiencing. Underlying all
this is a criticism of modernity, a nostalgia for a time when people lived
together as a community. In attempting to redefine what living in society
means, it may be helpful to reassess various concepts used in such analyses.
We therefore reexamine theoretical studies on the notions of modernity, the
individual and the community, as well as recent works on the gift, social
support networks and neighbourhood life. But we have to be careful about
being too enthusiastic in our appreciation of local communities, and we need
to exercise caution in the use of concepts so frequently employed in studies on
social bonds.
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