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Article abstract
The article deals with the paradoxes and conflicts which have appeared since
the return to democracy in Brazil at the beginning of the eighties, considering
the local participation of the newly-formed political parties, the emergence of a
relatively new type of crime for Brazil (organized crime centred around drug
trafficking) and the role of a current inside the Catholic Church, as well as
recently-created neo-Pentecostal sects. As a result of the interaction amongst
those social actors, new forms of fear have become an important dimension in
order to understand the recent developments in local politics within the
favelas (irregular housing) of the municipality of Rio de Janeiro, as well as
other Brazilian towns. The article focuses on the pitfalls and paradoxes of the
communitarian orientation adopted by the opposition parties and the left of
the Catholic Church which ended up by reinforcing the clientelismo and
parochialism which they intended to combat. It also discusses the
predicaments experienced with the development of democratic procedures, a
consequence of the new religious conflict and the presence of armed drug
traffickers in the favelas.
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