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Article abstract
There is a wide-spread idea that the German social state is in question. But
most attention in such analyses goes to employment issues and to rising
unemployment. Another way of reading the situation finds that the
transformation of the German welfare state involves more broadly relations
among individuals, in particular among men, women and children. As a result
of changes in women's employment, the crisis of marriage, the redefinition of
family life and so on, two forms of interrelated flexibility have appeared. One
is flexibility at work and the other is flexibility in the family.
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