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Article abstract
New Public Management appeared in the laboratories of neo-liberal ideas in
the 1970s. Even if it is not the most radical of the projects to reform welfare
states, it is part of the same tendency. The article examines, in turn, the major
principles of the New Public Management, its theoretical underpinnings, and
the results of experiments to implement it in the area of social assistance. The
author argues that the notion of New Public Management operates as a myth,
whose efficiency is more and more put into question by evaluations of the
experiments.
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