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Article abstract
Any history of the welfare state must pay attention to the breaks in and
recomposition of the social bonds that underpin it, and not limit itself to any
analytic paradigm that simplistically focuses on "the increasing role of the
state". In exactly the same way, thinking about the concept of a "basic income"
through time must be sensitive to the fundamental redefinitions of the place of
the poor in society that have taken place over the last two centuries. This
article seeks to map the chaotic route — from Malthus to Keynes — that
applications of the idea of a basic income have followed.
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