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Article abstract
By examining the experiences of approximately fifty social assistance
recipients living in Quebec (aged between 25 and 45 and with dependent
children), it is possible to identify the major characteristics of their integration
into the labour market and the economy. These are: economic vulnerability
but strong family ties; widespread acceptance of the value of work and
rejection of the status of welfare recipient; weak support from the state. These
individuals' thoughts about how to get off social assistance are dominated by
an ethic of responsibility. Public programmes for employability rarely offer a
real integration.
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