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Article abstract
Caring for children involves costs, both in terms of money and work. How do
institutions assign these costs to various actors and what is the impact of the
assignment rules for gender inequalities ? Decisions about the distribution of
costs between the private and public realms differ cross-nationally. A
comparison of four cases (Sweden, the United Kingdom, Germany and
Belgium) demonstrates this. Change over the last decade has not been
unidirectional, even within any one country. Institutions affect the gender and
intergenerational division of labour, and they also influence conflicts of
interest, power relations, and opportunity structures. From this perspective,
the assignment of the costs of child can be understood as a typical problem of
the collective good.
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