
© Lien social et Politiques, 2000 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 05/28/2025 12:56 a.m.

Lien social et Politiques

La prise en charge des enfants et les inégalités de genre : des
configurations institutionnelles dans une perspective
comparatiste
Caring for Children and Gender Inequalities : Institutional
Configurations in Comparative Perspective
El cuidado de los niños y las desigualdades de género :
configuraciones institucionales desde una perspectiva
comparativa
Kirsten SCHEIWE

Number 44, Fall 2000

L’enfant au coeur des politiques sociales

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/005235ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/005235ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Lien social et Politiques

ISSN
1204-3206 (print)
1703-9665 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
SCHEIWE, K. (2000). La prise en charge des enfants et les inégalités de genre :
des configurations institutionnelles dans une perspective comparatiste. Lien
social et Politiques, (44), 25–39. https://doi.org/10.7202/005235ar

Article abstract
Caring for children involves costs, both in terms of money and work. How do
institutions assign these costs to various actors and what is the impact of the
assignment rules for gender inequalities ? Decisions about the distribution of
costs between the private and public realms differ cross-nationally. A
comparison of four cases (Sweden, the United Kingdom, Germany and
Belgium) demonstrates this. Change over the last decade has not been
unidirectional, even within any one country. Institutions affect the gender and
intergenerational division of labour, and they also influence conflicts of
interest, power relations, and opportunity structures. From this perspective,
the assignment of the costs of child can be understood as a typical problem of
the collective good.
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