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Article abstract
Globalization provides a key reference point in the work of feminist activists
and non-government organizations. Through their involvement in
transnational advocacy networks and alliances with international
non-governmental organizations, locally and nationally-based women’s rights
and feminist organizations are engaged in new forms of transnational
activism. One issue that has received relatively little attention, however, is the
link between cross-border activism and theories of transnational feminisms.
Although the latter utilizes a radical anti-racist, anti-capitalist critique of
globalization, there is little discussion about how transnational feminisms are
translated into activist practices. Using case studies of two organizations
working to address the rights of female migrant workers in Singapore and
Malaysia, this article examines the multiple meanings attached to the term
“transnational feminist activism”. By making a conceptual distinction between
cross-border organizing on the one hand and a transnational frame of
reference on the other, this article calls for greater conceptual clarity regarding
the meanings associated with transnational feminisms.
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