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Article abstract
A study of the decisions that led to the creation of a national nuclear fusion
program in Canada and to the construction of a magnetic confinement device
of the Tokamak type in Varennes suggests that the final result is not compatible
with the theory of rational choice. Rather, it is the contingent product of a
temporal dynamic involving actors with divergent interests who knew how to
adapt themselves to a variable environment. An analysis of the strategies of the
parties underlines the fact that those who attained their objectives had to
adapt their discourse and assure themselves of supporters at certain key
moments. From this point of view, politics, technology or any other social or
economic variables constitute not only constraints, but also resources put to
use by the participants to pursue their goals.
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