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Article abstract
This paper attempts to shed some light on the sociopolitical dynamics of
centralized public organizations. The Quebec Health and Social Services
system is the object of the study. More specifically, the authors analyze and
compare two cases of hospital mergers decided and imposed by the provincial
Ministry of Health and Social Services on the administrators, the professionals
and the populations of two regions, namely those of higher Cote-Nord and
Beauce. Results show that centralized decision making power of government
can be hampered by strong opposite coalitions of actors at the bottom level,
when such coalitions succeed in shifting administrative stakes into the political
arena. The doctors' role has been a determining factor in that respect.
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