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Article abstract
The social space of the city can be viewed dynamically if one considers it as a
system of actions that forecast rapid transformations of the social fabric.
Beginning with a study of the acquisition of property in Montreal, we are led to
believe that the socioeconomic stratification of the population is no longer the
only factor to be considered in analyses of the social space. Certain
sociocultural aspects must be raised in order to account for the diversity of
new clienteles which regenerate central cities. The consumption of centrality
by new affluent households goes beyond the simple logic of economic and
social segregation; others who are not at the summit of the social structure
share this new form of urban housing. Together, they perpetuate the complex
plurality at the very origin of the definition of a city.
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