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Article abstract
We examine the family and childhood as cognitive categories and as categories
of common sense from the point of view of a sociology of knowledge. The
emergence of the childhood category in popular discourse in Quebec
constitutes a relevant sociological measurement of the demographic
transformations that Quebec society has undergone. The analysis brings into
evidence the following paradox: it was when we began to talk about children
that we began to have fewer of them. The child as an object of thought has
become a matter of choice. We have retraced the ways of speaking of the
family and of children through various materials: life stories, autobiographies,
interviews and amorous correspondence seeking to find in these forms of
common sense discourse the construction of the space and time of the child
and the family, and its transformations over the past century.
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