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Article abstract
Founded in 1984, the collection « Papiers collés » from Les Editions du Boréal,
today constitutes the principal Québécois collection devoted to the literary
essay. An overall analysis of the fourteen titles that appeared during the 1980's
shows that their typical point of departure is the setting out of a paradox,
through a sW/manifested on the basis of a circumstance. The principal object
of discourse is Québec. As for the destination of this discourse, it is not the
resolution of the paradox, but rather its exacerbation : in fact in each of the
essays in the collection, a refusal to resolve takes shape linked to the
affirmation of the value of contradiction.
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