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Article abstract
Using many different measurements, as finely tuned as possible, and on the
basis of various comparisons with English-Canadian, American and European
data, the authors attempt to verify the hypothesis of exceptionally high birth
rates among French-speaking couples in Quebec between the seventeenth
century and the mid-twentieth century: a hypothesis that is generally referred
to as the «revanche des berceaux». The following observations are made:
a) Before the last third of the seventeenth century, fecondity in Quebec was
quite high indeed, but could not be considered as exceptional ;
b) Exceptional fecundity was seen during the last third of the nineteenth
century, when there was a time-lag in the adoption of contraception in
comparison with the English-speaking populations of North America;
c) Several European populations showed levels equal to or greater than those
of the Quebec model.
The hypothesis of nationalism as a basis of this phenomenon thus does not
appear to be well substantiated. It is laid aside in favour of other models and
avenues of analysis.
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