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Article abstract
The economy of the Montreal region has been in severe decline for the past
three decades, with job losses totaling hundreds of thousands. Cut off from its
former commercial hinterland, Montreal has lost its position as Canada's
principal economic centre and must now be content with the role of the
economic capital of Quebec. Although the dimensions of Montreal's
commercial empire are smaller than formerly, they rest upon a much more
solid foundation than in the past. Montreal does not have the profile of a
metropolis destined to an unending decline. In this paper, we explore the
economic decline of Montreal with reference to a series of geographical and
historical phenomena. We first analyze the factors that, during different
periods, can produce the economic decline of a metropolis like Montreal. Using
a series of empirical analyses, we then compare Montreal to a set of other
cities.
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