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Article abstract
The family is one of the privileged forums for the expression of giving.
Through material and symbolic gestures, a situation of positive indebtedness
arises, i.e. each individual is under the impression of having received more
from the group that he or she contributed. But family life is sometimes marked
by critical periods. There is then a risk that calculation or excess will defy the
spirit of giving. Can it accomodate this ? Moments such as these were studied
through a qualitative survey of forty-one persons (seven family networks) in
the regions of Montreal and Quebec City.
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