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Article abstract
In 1981, the Quebec legislator brought in article 559 of the Civil Code of Quebec,
concerning compensatory allowance, which gives a spouse the right to obtain
compensation for a contribution of goods or services that enriched the
patrimony of the other spouse. The author studied 161 judgements relating to
compensatory allowance and the application of article 559 of the Civil Code of
Québec, between 1983 and 1991. She analyses this period of transition between
exclusive appropriation and equal sharing of the conjugal patrimony from a
feminist perspective on the basis of the narrative discourse of the parties and
of judges. The quantitative and qualitative analysis of this unique moment in
which conjugal exchanges have been subjected to a judicial examination gives
access to the profile of the couples, to the rules and standards governing
conjugal relations and to their appreciation by judges as well as to judicial
resistance to changes in them.
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