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Article abstract
In as much as the nuclear family and childhood are relatively recent social
creations, one may wonder how the category "childhood" came to be
developed as a specific stage that is differenciated in the life cycle and how it
gradually became institutionalized. The objective of this text is to identify these
institutional models of childhood that have prevailed in Quebec since the turn
of the century. The following question is taken as a starting point: how does the
systematic production of scientific knowledge intervene and exert influence on
the cultural models of the child? In short, how can a certain scientific approach
enter in a normative way into the parent-child relationship?
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