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Article abstract
The author outlines his concept of new collectivities (or founding cultures), as
the basis of an original approach for the study of the New World societies
(including Australasia and South Africa). Essentially comparative, the proposed
analytical framework is built around a set of far-reaching interrogations
pertaining to the formation of these collectivities and the institution of their
relationship to the new land : continuity and rupture with European mother
countries, definition of self-representations, collective goals and values (e.g.
through utopias), emergence of nationhood, construction of a memory, the
quest for an identity, the symbolic appropriation of the territory in both elitist
and popular cultures, etc. The author believes that the confrontration of the
various historical itineraries pursued by the New World collectivities will help
us better understand each of them and further our knowledge of the basic
processes that govern the formation and the evolution of the collective
imaginations. For the sake of Quebec studies in particular, this call for
comparison and for a widening of the analytical perspectives seems pertinent
enough.
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