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Article abstract
A classical interpretation of the historical evolution of the Canadian policy has
been to see the country as the result of tensions between two fields of spatial
interaction, one East-West, the other South-North. Since the middle of the 19th
Century, prevailing global geopolitical conditions have favoured one or the
other. Currently, these conditions are overwhelmingly to the advantage of
South-North interaction. This paper examines three types of spatial interaction
between Canada and the United States in light of this broad hypothesis. The
recent evolution of commodity flows, air travel and television signals indicates
that a putative process of North American continental integration may be
underway but that this process is chaotic and multiform, with unforeseeable
consequences for the relations between Canada and Quebec.
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