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Article abstract
This article presents the results of a study carried out on a sample of young
Franco-Manitobans. The study focused on the language use habits of these
young people in the various areas of their daily life, on the depth of their
feeling of belonging to the French-language community, on their subjective
cultural affiliations, and on the effects of these factors in their choice of
partners in love relationships and ultimately in their choice of a future spouse.
The analysis of the results suggests that the linguistic assimilation observed in
Manitoba is not only the result of an increase in exogamy. Apart from the
many structural constraints, of course, which must include the number and
density of francophones as well as the extent and relative influence of their
institutional network, assimilation is apparently the result of a broader
phenomenon: the modernization of the French-Canadian communities, and
their cultural adaptation to the values by which Canadian society characterizes
itself, such as individual rights and freedoms and equal opportunity. Yet the
adoption of modem values tends to undermine the substance of traditions, if
not the ideological value placed on them, as well as the maintaining of
homogeneous and endogamous communities, despite the official Canadian
policy of recognition and promotion of official language minorities and of
other cultural groups.
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