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Article abstract
This article proposes a reading of a work by Fernand Dumont, published in
1969, La dialectique de l'objet économique, a work in which the author engaged
in an epistemological examination of the limitations of the axiomatic elements
of economics in relation to concrete historical totalities, and contrasted this
with a phenomenology of the economic world, which takes as its starting point
the universal phenomenon of scarcity. The article maintains, first of all, that if
the critique of the paucity of abstractions in economic science and the
phenomenological assessment of the elementary structures of the economic
world, if conducted in parallel, could only confirm the gap that such a two-fold
process would aim to fill, in the first instance by neglecting the objective and
practical nature of scientific abstractions (value, for example), and in the
second by presupposing the existence of the economic world that it projects in
the categories of a general anthropology (needs, work, décision). The article
then goes on to suggest that the thinking of Dumont, devoted to the search for
new mediations between the «antinomical» terms of social practice rather than
to the assessment of historical mediations that identify the «relative
autonomy» of its moments, draws on the dualism of religious consciousness.
The author sees an illustration of this in the fact that the relations between
economic science and the economic world are proposed as specifice cases of
the opposition of the second culture to the first culture, that context of a tragic
failing in which Dumont places both the possibility of conscience and the
source of his misfortune rather than seeing it as a détour through an
expressive and critical ideal of which we would have to understand the
historical forms in order to recollect what we have become through them, and
to retain this for the following stages.
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