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Article abstract
Right-wing extremism in the United States is examined in relation to the
continual upheavals that have shaken the American social structure. Historical
analysis of these movements reveals a striking parallelism between the
convulsions American political life is undergoing presently, and periods of the
past that were similarly marked by waves of religious and racial fanaticism.
The author establishes the regularity with which extremist movements arise,
and emphasizes the recurrent themes of prejudice and supposed conspiracies
that are present in the explanations given by such movements for the social
changes America has undergone and continues to undergo. He sheds light also
on the conditions that lead to the emergence of right-wing movements, and
attempts to explain the fact that most of them declined rapidly, whereas the
factors that gave rise to them appear as constants of the American political
scene.
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