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Article abstract
A brief historical review of the power structure in Quebec's public school
system shows a new power situation, on the one hand for administrators who
are favored by a process of bureaucratization of teaching and on the other
hand for teachers who are invited by their associations to adher to a
profassionalization movement. This situation brings the author to ask the
following question : does the professionalization movement influence the
teachers to the point of causing a conflict between their professional authority
and the administrative authority of school principals ? Referring to studies on
the personnel of the elementary schools of the Catholic School Board of
Montreal, the author finds that at this level the teachers' reactions are
ambivalent : even though they join a professionalization movement which
demands status and an affirmation of their authority, their joining doesn't
influence their relationship with the Principal's Office to the point of
developing a conflict. The author explains this state of affairs by the
particularity of elementary education, the continued-traditional concept of
authority at this level of education, the type of bargaining and attitudes which
caracterizo the ¡participation of groups working within an organization, and
finally the rapid change in the Quebec school system in the last decade. Given
these explanations, it is possible however that the conflict between
professional authority and administrative authority is at present at a minimal
point in the elementary schools of Quebec and that at higher levels there:
should be more open conflict between teachers and administrators.
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