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Article abstract
After having pointed out the continuities and discontinuities between modern
sociological theory and the political and social thought from which it grew, the
author attempts to place political theory in perspective with the history of
social movements in Western politics itself. Further, he proposes to
demonstrate the impact modernization in non-Western countries has had on
the concept of the relationship between State and society which in the
European tradition is seen as antinomic. We are asked to consider this idea in
context and to recognize, in this light of recent comparative studies in political
sociology, that new questions have arisen about the way nature of the
components of social and political centers tendencies and consequently about
the possible variations in the affinity between State and society. These
questions are analyzed here insofar as they add to the problems of political
system legitimation, of political participation, and of the selection of political
elites.
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