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Article abstract
The study of the relations between the firm and its environment cannot be
limited to an analysis of the relations between the industrial plant and its
surrounding community. When one reads the sociological and economical
literature about the firm, one realizes that a much clearer picture emerges
when the firm is not described only as a closed organizational system or as a
web of factors of production where the only external relations considered are
market relations. Under certain conditions the firm " acquires " the status of an
institution in which real class relationships develop. It becomes a unit in a
system of power. It is, within certain limits, an instrument allowing
structuration and domination of the environment.
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