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Article abstract
Instead of adopting a " culturalist " approach to obstacles to development or
going back to the " traditional-modern " opposition in its classical form of a
continuum or an antithesis, the author studies development from the
perspective of more or less unique combinations in which different modes of
production interact in a given society and form their own particular obstacles.
From this point of view F. H. Cardoso first analyzes the change produced in the
mode of production which was prevalent in the nineteenth century in Latin
America as a result of a combination between foreign control of the export
economy and a more developed technology on the one hand, and, on the other,
the means for local groups to participate in power and to use wealth. Thus, in "
enclave economies " the old ruling class exercises a domination which is
strictly political and, because there is no local class of entrepreneurs, the
establishment of an internal economy requires a more or less profound social
and political revolution, whereas elsewhere the model can be more liberal.
Independently of this variant, in all countries where industrialization is late,
the national production system is in a position of structural dependence simply
because of its integration in modern industrial society : the characteristics
which are imposed upon it, in technological matters, for example, accentuate
the phenomenon of marginality and create a new duality in the middle of the
urban-industrial sector itself. Thus, the type of development itself generates its
obstacles here, and not the resistance of institutions linked to the traditional
culture.
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