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Article abstract
The author begins by showing the importance of the work of Lucien Goldmann
in situating the phenomenon of artistic creation within the totality of human
behavior. He underlines the originality of Goldmann's hypotheses with regard
to the role and the function of literary work as an active element in the
development of a collective conscience. Second, the author illustrates the
pertinence of genetic structuralism with a systematic analysis of the work of
the Quebec novelist Roger Lemelin. Finally, he shows how the works of
another sociology of literature (that of Robert Escarpit) which was developed
from research on the production, diffusion and consumption of books dovetail
with those of Lucien Goldmann in the elaboration of a global and dynamic
theory of literature.
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