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Article abstract
After having shown the impossibility of analyzing the political role of the Latin
American military force according to its social origins or its belonging to the
urban bureaucracy, the author proposes to consider the army as an apparatus
of the state. However in a situation of dépendance, foreign military aid
disturbs the control mechanisms of the dominant class, on the military
apparatus. An examination of its two aspects - apparatus of the state and
foreign aid - allows one to understand the margin of the army's autonomy as
well as the significance and the limits of its political role, having regards to the
classes and their relationships in Latin American social organization.
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