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Article abstract
This article constitutes a critical analysis of different attempts to transplant
theoretical concepts coming from other domains - notably social stratification -
into urban sociology. These efforts may be explained largely because the
socioeconomic transformations which affect cities were not (and cannot be)
analysable according to traditional theoretical schemes. The recent works of
certain authors, such as those of Pahl and Rex, while being criticisable in many
respects, open new paths both for the study of new urban problems and for a
theoretical synthesis of more traditional concepts. Indeed, by directing
attention towards a study of poverty, towards the phenomenon of cumulative
deprivations, towards the situation of recent immigrants, towards the
administration of living conditions and towards the government of overall
urban systems, these authors have outlined the problem of power, the
conceptualization of which should form the basis for all theories of
stratification. The studies of urban history, even though most of them were
done by historians, have been dominated by traditional perspectives on
stratification.
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