
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1972 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/10/2024 7:57 a.m.

Sociologie et sociétés

Urbanisation de la ville et production d’un régime d’échanges
Urbanization of the City and Production of a System of
Exchanges
Urbanización de la ciudad y producción de un régimen de
intercambios
Jean REMY

Volume 4, Number 1, mai 1972

Le phénomène urbain

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001617ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/001617ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0038-030X (print)
1492-1375 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
REMY, J. (1972). Urbanisation de la ville et production d’un régime d’échanges.
Sociologie et sociétés, 4(1), 101–120. https://doi.org/10.7202/001617ar

Article abstract
Urbanization is analyzed as a process which should be distinguished from the
city-country continuum supposing two physical realities and two different
social entities. This process is associated with a change in the system of
exchanges. This term is taken, not in a strictly economic sense, but rather in the
way in which Mauss spoke of it in his essay on the gift. The problem is to
determine how, in the process or urbanization, social relationships become
articulated through space. Urbanization is first examined as a process of
intensification and of diversification of the system of exchanges : superficial
ties, intermediate and indeterminate exchanges, time and space proper to little
external visibility, multiplication of conflicts without disorganizing the system.
From these, the author examines how communication facilities influence
traditional spacial structures. This leads to an analysis of the link between the
structure of the city and the social structure. Here, he asks in what sense the
value placed upon a conception of the middle class creates an ambiguity in the
perception of social position and has opposite effects according to the social
group. Thus a certain image of the average urban man profiting from
urbanization is placed in question. He will profit from it in different degrees
according to the level of income, the level of education and other factors.
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