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Article abstract
Ethnic consciousness occurs in two different political modes hi two distinct
areas of the world system. In peripheral areas, it combines the interests of
oppressed agricultural laborers and local cadres who suffer from
discrimination in a " nationalist " and call for some form of autonomy of a
determinate geographic unit. In core areas, it has strong roots in
sub-proletarian elements and is frequently directed against the assimilation
preached by center-left institutions. The second mode tends to be ideologically
more radical than the first. The article argues that Soviet Central Asia has
heretofore exhibited the first mode of ethnic consciousness. Given however the
industrial transformation of the U.S.S.R. and the prospective migration of
Central Asians to European Russia, it is possible that the U.S.S.R. will shortly
face the second mode of ethnic consciousness.
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