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Article abstract
The author traces the evolution of the controversy between idealistic and
materialistic interpretations of the intrinsic and extrinsic origins of change in
the sciences. He then shows how recent progress made in the techniques of
empirical analysis used in the sociology of science (cross-citation scale) permits
one to uncover both the social and the conceptual aspects of science. Finally he
proposes a new theory of the development of scientific disciplines and exposes
the broad outlines of the research he is undertaking to test this theory. This
research is concerned with the relative importance of the social structuring of
communication and of intellectual activity in the development of a scientific
team on the one hand and with the relationship between sources of finance
and the product of the research on the other.
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