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Article abstract
One can discern three fundamental types of homo sociologicus, leading to
socioligical practices more or less welcoming to the use of statistics. The first
two types introduce a deterministic vision of man, even when this determinism
is seen as probabilistic. In the first case, explanations of social behaviour are
sought in the environment, mostly with the help of statistical data and
methods. In the second case, it is rather global social structures which are
called upon as causes; this generally leads to a reticence with regard to the use
of statistics. Finally, a third model holds as central the notions of action, choice,
decision, while not ignoring that their exercise is subject to constraints; in this
context, statistics are considered a useful instrument of description, which has
to be supplemented by an anlysis of the agrégation of actions. The author
illustrates these three types of models with numerous examples, often drawn
from research on social mobility.
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