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Article abstract
For Touraine, conflict engenders change within a field of historicity; therefore,
it can not produce the passage from one type of society to another. At the very
most it can produce only the conditions for such a transformation. However,
according to Touraine, only by recognizing the primacy of structural analysis
can one avoid the deterioration of the study of social change into philosophy of
history. The relationship of concepts dependent on synchronie and diachronic
analyses is therefore central to his analysis. In this critical essay, an effort is
made to determine the way in which Touraine succeeds in bringing these two
orders of concepts together in his analyses of colonial domination and of
dependency.
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