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Article abstract
This paper proposes a detailed analysis of the political and social impact of
transnational corporations in three particularly sensitive areas, for host
countries as well as for home countries. The author first examines the
contradiction between an increasingly interdependent world economy and a
continuously fragmented world policy, and shows that transnational can
weaken the State's capability to attain standard economic policy goals, and
thereby its capacity to maintain political stability and social consensus.
Secondly, the author focuses attention on the impact of transnational
corporations on the labor market, the organization of production and
industrial relations. He demonstrates particularly that the control of
transnational corporations on a diversified labor market combined with a
world-wide organization of production makes it possible to maintain high
profits. The last part of this paper analyzes the negative consequences on
under-developed countries of the production and marketing of the products of
transnational corporations : distortions consumption patterns,
denationalization of domestic elites and middle classes, and the deterioration
or destruction of indigenous values.
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