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Article abstract
The analysis of factual data collected from a survey of two representative
samples of men and women scientists in Quebec has made it possible to define
itineraries leading to occupying a specific place in scientific networks,
differentiated on the basis of the sex of the individual. This analysis, of which
the main focus is the mode of insertion into scientific networks, reveals that
the results must be read far more in terms of possible irreductible otherness
than as the simple consequences of structural inequalities. In fact, women
seem to escape completely the logic of the dominant formal structures of the
scientific field and thereby have a radically different relationship of it from
that of their masculine counterparts. What is more, none of the variables
which explain men's behavior has predictive value for women: neither social
origin, birthplace, age, position, nor civil status intervene in a significant
manner in their means of insertion. The general model for the insertion into
scientific networks must therefore be split into two distinct logics : one for men
and the other for women.
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