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Article abstract
In the great methodological debate which opposes quantitative and qualitative
methods, it seems that social science researchers have often neglected the
fundamental question, which is the type of explanation being sought of a
well-defined object. This paper sets out only to show, by way of an empirical
research on the social mobility of women, the theoretical, methodological and
epistemological problems encountered, caused by the absence of the
construction of a research object (women), or by unprincipled empiricism
(application of unadjusted models constructed for the professional trajectories
of men). The paper concludes by proposing the development of a new
sociological discourse, closer to the social actors and their immediate history,
by using life histories.
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