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Article abstract
Must figures be left to positivists, even though they might convince users
whose level of awareness would be lower than ours? Or at the least, can
mathematical formalism only accomplish, in sociology, lesser jobs, descriptions
which should be transcended by other approaches, self-defined as qualitative
or as critical? Do these approaches offer a little "something extra", compared to
a quantification irrevocably dedicated to empiricism? The author answers
negatively to each of these questions. He proposes for sociology
epistemological principles that make it an undertaking which is scientific
because it is critical. Research results produced in the field of social
stratification and mobility are presented as illustrations of this view of the
sociologist's work.
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