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Article abstract
Three dimensions (symbolic, historical and concrete) run through social
materiality, viewed as process. Sociological practice, through its quantitative
and qualitative methodologies and its theoretical models, functions by
reduction (a de-dialectical process) of its dimensions : from the symbolic to
significance or interpretation ; from the historical to a vision of time seen as
real or analytical space; from the concrete (sociological subject) to structure or
social actors. These reductions are, however, necessary — observations depend
on the very conditions of research ; the preliminary work on quantitative or
meaningful forms in which social materiality appears. Therefore, dialectical
analysis can only be considered as a later stage of research; it procèdes by
means of the critical analysis of the results of a de-dialectical process, and by
retransforming them dialectically, with the help of the instruments of
dialectical logic.
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