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Article abstract
In spite of widespread poverty among Canada's older citizens and in spite of
clear support from the vast majority of women's and senior citizens' groups
and the unions for a significant improvement in the public pension plans, the
federal and provincial governments have been unable to reach a consensus on
reform. Opposition comes from the business community which wants to retain
control of the huge amount of capital which pension plans represent. This
paper attempts to demonstrate that Canada has ample human and capital
resources to ensure adequate pensions now and in the future and that a policy
choice in favour of strong public pensions can lead us to a more rational
economic system and a more humanistic society.
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