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Article abstract
The object of this paper is to recall how the notions of mental health and social
processes are linked from a theoretical point of view. The author first points
out how even the way we define mental health and the modes of intervention
in relation to it is based inevitably on a conception of society itself and of the
relationship between the individual and society. He then reviews a certain
number of dimensions of social life (organizational processes, membership
systems such as social class, sex, religion, rural-urban milieu, etc.) which mark
or determine the relationship between mental health and social processes. The
various papers presented in this issue serve as examples of the general
framework presented here. The author concludes by situating each of these
papers in relation to the field of research in the sociology of mental health.
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