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Article abstract
Contrary to the doctrine of legal positivism that accords the legal monopoly to
the state, the notion of legal pluralism suggests that the social reality of law is
expressed outside as well as inside the state organization. The author traces the
evolution of the different conceptions of legal pluralism held since the
beginning of the twentieth century by the legal profession and by specialists in
the social sciences who have contributed to the emergence and the
¡nstitutionalization of the sociology of law. He proposes a model for research in
legal pluralism which is founded in part on the generic and operational
definition of law, and in part on the special interest focused on the dynamics of
the central ization/decentralization of regulation by law within contemporary
Western societies.
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