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Article abstract
The law and power entertain numerous but complex relationships with each
other. One of the difficulties in analysing these relationships is that these two
notions are difficult to define. There has never been any consensus over the
definition of law, and the definition of power has been the object of intense
debate for several decades. Recently proposed definitions of power can be
brought together into three broad groups: voluntaristic, systemic and critical
definitions. Max Weber, in particular, made a contribution to this debate,
although his distinction between power and domination has been disregarded.
Sociology can draw benefit from recent theoretical and empirical research on
power, particularly in coming to a better understanding of the definition of
law, of the role of law in conflicts and relationships of power and domination,
and of the symbolic dimensions of law.
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