
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1986 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/09/2024 12:57 p.m.

Sociologie et sociétés

L’analyse du changement, la causalité et le devis longitudinal :
trois modèles élémentaires et un exemple
The Analysis of Change, Causality, and the Longitudinal
Protocol: Three Elementary Models and an Example
François BÉLAND

Volume 18, Number 2, octobre 1986

Travail, santé, prévention

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001032ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/001032ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0038-030X (print)
1492-1375 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
BÉLAND, F. (1986). L’analyse du changement, la causalité et le devis
longitudinal : trois modèles élémentaires et un exemple. Sociologie et sociétés,
18(2), 151–164. https://doi.org/10.7202/001032ar

Article abstract
Establishing causal relationships between variables has been one of the most
common operations in sociology. However, after it became evident that
transversal analysis did not make it possible to validate causal relationships,
recourse to longitudinal analysis seemed for many to be a way out. There too,
however, it was established that longitudinal analysis could only partially
remove the limits on our capacity to prove causal relationships, without
eliminating them altogether. Three models for relationships between variables
are defined here and their capacity for generating survey data verified. Even
though a formal procedure for investigating these models is used, it is clear
that choosing one of the three contradictory models remains difficult. The
intention of this paper is not to discredit the use of longitudinal data, but to
emphasize a few of the difficulties in applying different methods of analysis to
these types of data.
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