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Article abstract
The family is generally seen, implicitly, as an integrative living environment or
as a phenomenon linked organically to the whole social context of which it is a
part. The debate on the real or illusory breakdown of the family is taken here
as an exemplaiy case of the consequences of the insufficiencies of analytical
approaches applied to the family as research object (these implicit conceptions
denying the ambiguous character of phenomena relating to the family). To
compensate for these analytical incoherencies, the author points out that
sociological interpretation refers not only to the questions of the relationship
between the family and the total social context or of the relationship between
the actors within the family themselves. The question of the relationship which
sociological practice entertains with the social practices it studies must also be
formulated explicitly; and this last question can absolutely not be reduced to
the two proceeding ones.
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