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Article abstract
Professions may be considered as belonging to the much broader category of
the highly qualified labor force. They are particular however because of their
capacity to act as organized groups upon various mechanisms which serve to
define the nature and degree of qualification. To the barrier of specialized
knowledge, they add other barriers by influencing the conditions by which this
knowledge is transformed into qualification and the conditions in which this
qualification is used in the providing of services. They set themselves off from
the rest of the highly qualified work force by a greater degree of social closure.
These distinctive characteristics of professions become evident through the
study of various aspects of technological change in health.
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