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Article abstract
To better tackle the question of local organization of work in scientific research
in the social sciences, a poorly explored research field, the author reviews
what has been attained in bordering fields of research: the sociology of work,
the sociology of professions, the sociology of organizations, and the sociology of
science. The sociology of professions proposes three theoretical models relating
to the evolution of professional work: the irreversible proletarianization of
professionals, the development of a new mode of management of manpower
specific to professionals, and the bipolarization of class membership of
professionals. First, two problems which have come to light through the
analysis of theses on the proletarianization of professional work are presented:
the challenge to "capitalist determinism" posed by the observation that
professional forms of work organization have continued within the capitalist
mode of production, and the hasty generalizations which do not take into
consideration the heterogeneity of work environments. These two problems
are important since sociologists of scientific organizations maintain close
relations with the sociology of professions. Secondly, the author demonstrates
how the analysis of the literature contributes to understanding the
transformations which have taken place in the organization of research work.
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