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Article abstract
Talcott Parsons took great care in examining the status of moral values and
their place among social control mechanisms. This brought him to undertake a
far-reaching critique of utilitarian individualism, based on the principle of the
pursuit to maximize individual advantage. What is original in the point of view
defended in The Structure of Social Action is the effort to explain the
functioning of societies through their value systems. Research on the medical
profession and the interaction between doctor and patient, as seen in Chapter
X of Social System, made it possible for Parsons to show that illness imposes a
set of moral obligations on the patient, the doctor and the family, which
emerge on the metaphysical and religious plane. In his last writings on this
theme which date from the end of the 1960s, Parsons explored the
relationships between the sacred and health, between religion and ethics,
between the crisis in religion and the crisis in ethics.
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